Washakie County Public Land
Initiative

The core goal of the Wyoming Public Lands Initiative (WPLI) is to develop a
locally-led, Wyoming-specific, legislative lands package to address
designation, release, or other management for Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs)
in Wyoming.
The WPLI is a voluntary project initiated and led at the county level that will
culminate in legislation forwarded to Wyoming’s Congressional delegation. If a
county chooses to participate in the WPLI, that county's Board of County
Commissioners agrees to be bound by the WPLI Principles & Guidelines
document. While the WPLI is intended to allow for flexibility at the county or
multi-county level in the development of final recommendations for legislative
text, process integrity and stakeholder inclusion is critical to a successful
conclusion. The last major lands package passed by Congress for Wyoming –
the Wyoming Wilderness Act– was the product of locally driven efforts. Thirtyone years have elapsed since passage of that Act, and 24 years since the BLM
first began managing Wyoming’s WSAs as de facto wilderness.

On November 15th, 2016, the Board of Washakie County Commissioners voted unanimously to participate in
the Wyoming Public Lands Initiative. We see this as an opportunity to develop and propose an agreeable
resolution to the pending status of our three Wilderness Study Areas.
We are planning on forming an advisory committee, but will wait until after our workshop scheduled for
December 6th, 2016 from 2 to 4 PM in the Washakie County Commissioners room at the courthouse. The
proper formation of this committee, we believe, will be essential to the success of our local efforts, as well as
statewide.
Because of the numerous planning efforts, past and present, we believe Washakie County has many positive
working relationships with the suggested stakeholder groups. This should help us hit the ground running.
We plan on entertaining many proposals from many constituents, and envision an open and fair forum to
develop a final recommendation.
As to working with other counties, we are aware of some multi-county proposals already being discussed,
and are therefore ready to form constructive coalitions to consider these cooperatively.
Our goal is to have a written, documented proposal within the envisioned timeframe, but will not rush the
process at the expense of a good product. Our participation is conditioned on the intent that if a change is
made to our proposal or any multi-county proposal after leaving our local forums; we will be given the
opportunity to consider and agree to the change, or to pull our proposal(s). That being said, we look forward
to a successful initiative and a possible model for the future of Wyoming and other states.

BACKGROUND AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION
In early 2016 the Wyoming County Commissioners Association (WCCA) organized
the Wyoming Public Lands Initiative (WPLI). The WPLI is a collaborative, countyled process intended to result in one state-wide legislative lands package that is
broadly supported by public lands stakeholders in Wyoming. The WCCA is
encouraging commissioners in the 14 counties with Wilderness Study Areas
(WSAs) to convene working groups composed of representatives of a diversity of
interests to develop recommendations for final designation of these lands -ranging from multiple use to designation as de facto wilderness to many options
in between. The ultimate goal is final designation or release of Wyoming’s 42
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and 3 U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Wilderness
Study Areas (WSAs) in Wyoming. While WSA designations will serve as the
launching pad and anchor for the WPLI, county Advisory Committees are
encouraged to look more broadly at long-standing land use challenges and
opportunities where possible.

PURPOSE
The Washakie County Board of Commissioners has proposed that a Washakie
County WPLI Advisory Committee conduct a collaborative review process of the
WSAs and other potential land use interests in Washakie County. The Advisory
Committee will develop and submit a proposed WSA management
recommendation for the WSAs in the county, as well as any other areas for
consideration to the Board of County Commissioners for approval. Once
approved, the Wyoming County Commissioners Association, in cooperation
with the office of the Governor and the offices of the Wyoming federal
delegation, will review the Advisory Committee recommendations and to the
maximum extent practicable, include them in a legislative draft to be
introduced in Congress. The Advisory Committee will have an opportunity to
address any concerns or suggested changes raised during any part of the
approval process.

PRODUCTS AND OUTCOMES
The Washakie County WPLI Advisory Committee will develop a proposed
management recommendation for the WSAs within the county. The committee
may also consider other areas of interest within the county for potential inclusion
in its recommendation, including other land use designations, transfers, or other
management actions not necessarily related to WSA designation or release. Each
recommendation will be accompanied with sufficient rationale for the
recommendation made. A draft of the committee’s proposed management
recommendations should be distributed for public comment and the public
comment should be adequately considered by the committee. After consultation
with the Washakie County Planning and Zoning Board and consideration of the
public comments, the committee will present its recommendations to the Board
of County Commissioners (BOCC) at a regularly scheduled commissioner meeting.

The Board of County Commissioners will review the WPLI Advisory
Committee’s recommendations and take official action to establish a
final WPLI recommendation for the county at a regularly scheduled
commissioner meeting. Should the BOCC not-approve the
recommendation or have further instructions for the Advisory
Committee, the BOCC shall remand the recommendation back to the
Advisory Committee for further work to reach consensus approval.

The Board of County Commissioners will forward its approval of the final
recommendation and rationale for the recommendation to the Wyoming
County Commissioners Association. In addition to the final
recommendation, the Commissioners shall also provide to the WCCA during
development of the recommendation the following documents for posting
on WCCA’s WPLI hub:
• A copy of the minutes from all of the WPLI Advisory Committee meetings;
• All relevant background information gathered by the committee;
• Any information pertaining to the public field trip and impressions noted
regarding the wilderness characteristics of the individual WSA/s;
• A copy of the draft committee WPLI recommendation; and
• A copy of public comments received on the draft recommendation, and the
WPLI committee recommendation as it was initially presented to the
commissioners.

Following receipt of county recommendations, the WCCA in
conjunction with the office of the Governor and the federal
congressional delegation, will review the recommendations for
consistency and develop one legislative bill for introduction in the U.S.
House and Senate.

GEOGRAPHIC AREA
The Washakie County Advisory Committee will develop recommendations
for the following WSAs wholly or partially contained within the county:
• Honeycombs
• Bobcat Draw
• Cedar Mountain
In addition, the Advisory Committee will work with the WPLI Advisory
Committees in Bighorn and Hot Springs Counties in an effort to develop joint
recommendations related to Bobcat Draw (Bighorn) and Cedar Mountain
(Hot Springs).

The committee may also consider other areas of interest within the
county for potential inclusion in its recommendation, including other
land use designations, transfers, or other management actions not
necessarily related to WSA designation or release.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP AND
REPRESENTATION
The Advisory Committee is representative of persons with interests in
the designation and management of WSAs in Washakie County.
Members are appointed by the Board of County Commissioners and
will serve on the committee through the completion of the committee’s
work.

Although it is recognized that Advisory Committee members have
multiple interests and may participate in discussions from various
perspectives, for organizational purposes each Advisory Committee
member has been assigned to an interest category below:
• _______________________: Non-motorized recreation
• _______________________: Motorized recreation
• _______________________: Agriculture and ranching
• _______________________: Sportsmen
• _______________________: Energy
• _______________________: Conservation / Environmental
• _______________________: Local Conservation District
• _______________________: General Public

Advisory Committee members will be expected to represent the interests of
• (1) themselves,
• (2) organizations that have authorized the Advisory Committee member to
represent them, or
• (3) groups of constituents from a similar stakeholder group.
Ideas presented within Advisory Committee discussions will not be assumed to
be the official position of the organizations or groups represented unless
specifically stated to be so.
Advisory Committee members have the responsibility to keep the
organizations and interest groups they represent informed about the actions
and outcomes of the Advisory Committee’s process.

